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Statement

The Shropshire and Telford Arts Partnership (STAP) is made up of representative local authority officers with responsibility for Arts in Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin.  The aims of the group are:

· To strengthen communication between local authorities and to network and support arts organisations, individual artists, promoters and volunteers working in the arts

· To raise the profile of, and to advocate for, the arts 

· To coordinate arts activity across the subregion

· To maximise funding for the arts within the subregion

The development of this e-newsletter is part of our plan to strengthen communication with artists and arts organisations in the sub-region.
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Jobs, Exhibitions, Workshops & Performance Opportunities
Calling all budding artists

Telford & Wrekin Open Art Exhibtion 2012
Next year may seem a long way off but for any artists or aspiring artists looking for an opportunity to exhibit work,  it’s time to start thinking about 2012 now.

Telford & Wrekin Council will be holding their annual Open Art Exhibition between Tuesday 10 January and Saturday 18 February 2012.

Artists aged 18 years and over from anywhere in the UK are invited to submit up to two pieces of original, two dimensional artwork in any media and on any theme.  All artwork submitted will be judged by an independent panel and cash prizes of £500, £300 and £200 will be awarded to the winners at a private view event on Saturday 14 January.

It costs £5 per entry and anyone submitting a piece of work should bring it along to The Place, Limes Walk, Oakengates, Telford TF2 6EP on Saturday 7 January 2012 between 10.30am and 12.30pm.

Artwork must have been produced within the last two years, so now is the time to get started on your submissions if you don’t already have a piece you wish to enter.

For more information on the exhibition, an entry form and terms and conditions for submission of artwork, visit www.telford.gov.uk/open  

Alternatively, telephone 01952 382366 to request a form.
OPPORTUNITY FOR CONTEMPORARY VISUAL ARTISTS 

Linked to the development of the 
new Shrewsbury Museum and Art Gallery 

Continuing Professional Development Project 
Are you a contemporary visual artist based in Shropshire or Telford and Wrekin? 

Would you like to take part in a free Professional Development Project? 

Shropshire Council’s Heritage and Arts teams are looking for contemporary visual artists to be part of a new innovative professional development project. 

The project will run between March 2012 and April 2013 and is part of the new Shrewsbury Museum and Art Gallery’s Contemporary Art Programme. 

The project will include the following strands: 

·        Contemporary Art Seminars 
·        Regular mentor meetings and/or professional coaching 
·        Personal research, ‘Go and See’ 
·        Explore ways of engaging audiences with contemporary art 

Artists will have the opportunity to be part of a new and exciting initiative.   
They will develop their professional practice within a supportive peer group, devise their own funded development programme and have access to a range of professionals including quality contemporary artists, artist curators, heritage curators and many more.  Artists will work alongside Museum and Art Gallery staff, curators and partner organisations from across the West Midlands. 

We are inviting applications from artists who have a commitment to exploring contemporary art practices within a heritage context.   

If you would like a copy of the full artist brief or for more information, please contact Alexa Pugh, Community Arts Officer, Shropshire Council, email: alexa.pugh@shropshire.gov.uk 
Tel: 01743 255938 and Mob: 07582 003513 

Deadline for applications is Wednesday 30 November

The Olympic Torch Tour of Shropshire 

The Torch will be in Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin on the following dates:-

Thursday 24th May 2012 - Ludlow, Clee Hill, Cleobury Mortimer, Far Forest

Wednesday 30th May 2012 - Oswestry, Llanymynech, Pant, Shrewsbury, Cressage, Much Wenlock, Benthall, Broseley, Ironbridge, Telford Town Centre and Newport.
With the recent announcement of the Torch Relay route coming to 12 Shropshire communities in late May 2012, we have just about 6 months in which to get organised to give the Olympic Flame a real Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin welcome. 

Shropshire Council and Telford & Wrekin Council is offering support to individuals, communities and organisations wishing to celebrate and be part of the Torch Relay experience. Please get in touch with Joy Durrant at the Community Arts & Festivals Team, 01743 255077 joy.durrant@shropshire.gov.uk  to talk through ideas and to highlight events for promotion.  For Telford please contact Psyche Hudson 01952 382362 psyche.hudson@telford.gov.uk  

Shropshire Council and Telford & Wrekin Council’s focus is to: 

· assist schools, groups and individuals to attend the Torch Relay route so they can give that big Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin welcome to the Olympic Flame into their own community 

· enable and assist the planning of individual celebration events 

· promote all Torch Relay activities across Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin so we can all share and join in.

LOCOG also have a devoted web-page to help people get started with event planning, and they can also register as a Local Leader at http://www.london2012.com/get-involved/local-leaders/ . 

You can download 'Top 10 planning tips' and a poster to help recruit others to organise events. You will be sent updates with hints and tips and promotional material, including posters and decoration ideas. Plus you can get exclusive access to Local Leader merchandise with volume discounts if you buy in bulk.

Making Moves, Resident Artist Opportunity, Stafford

Stafford County Council and Stafford College Faculty of Arts are working in partnership to offer an experienced artist / designer a residency at Eagle House Stafford (Midland Heart Organisation), as part of the Making Moves project. 

This two month residency will start in February and the selected artist will be hosted at Eagle House, Midland Heart Organisation, Stafford, to work with single people who are faced with homelessness and to deliver high quality making sessions to stimulate critical discussion and an understanding of creative practice through making. The artist will also have space and research and development time to further their own practice in response to the residency. 

Deadline: Friday 11 November

For more details http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/leisure/museumandgalleries/Opportunities/Opportunities.aspx 

For further information please contact: Helen Wilson External Funding and Relations Officer Stafford County Council

Tel: 01785 276116 helen.wilson@staffordshire.gov.uk
Ludlow Assembly Rooms
Sales & Marketing Manager 

37.5 hours per week                     

£18,525 per annum

Ludlow Assembly Rooms is looking for an enthusiastic, creative and experienced Sales and Marketing Manager to lead a new team at this exciting community arts centre.

We are looking for someone with an understanding and passion for the arts who can rise to the challenge of working in a small team in our vibrant town centre venue.  You will deliver excellent customer services, achieve maximum interest in our live events, films and activities, develop new markets, and generate new sources of income through audience and product development.

This is an excellent opportunity for someone with the right skills to join our management team and really make a difference. 

For an informal discussion please contact Mike Penn on 07962 591380 or to obtain an application form contact Christine Underhill, Ludlow Assembly Rooms, 1 Mill Street, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1AZ. Tel 01584 813704 or e-mail christine@ludlowassemblyrooms.co.uk 

Closing date for applications 12 noon Monday 21 November.  Interviews Monday 28 November.  
Flourishing Shropshire Communities: Delivering Localism in Shropshire

The introduction of the Localism Bill and Public Sector reform have generated new challenges for the Voluntary and Community Sector, Town and Parish Councils and Shropshire Council’s Elected Members. New ways of delivering services and allocating funding mean that greater power is being placed in the hands of local people and community leaders.

This greater level of responsibility brings with it new pressures on our time and resources, often working as volunteers. However these pressures may be relieved by developing closer working relationships at a community level, facilitating more effective sharing of skills, knowledge, information and resources.

Joint work between the Voluntary and Community Sector Assembly, Shropshire Council’s Elected Members and the Association of Local Councils has recently been initiated and we would like to invite you to join us in developing this further.

We would like to invite you to consider whether you are interested in piloting joint working arrangements between the Voluntary and Community Sector, Town and Parish Councils and Shropshire Council’s Elected Members in your community. It is suggested that a small number of communities within Shropshire could be chosen to explore this

in more detail and trial new approaches. The number of pilots will depend on the interest shown and the ability to match volunteers within a community.

Would you like to develop new partnership arrangements in your community? Are there particular issues you feel a joint approach would help resolve? Are there particular services you would like to develop but cannot progress alone? What benefits can you foresee or do you have concerns?

Please comment and/or express your interest in taking part in a pilot project by contacting Sarah Dodds, VCS Assembly Coordinator, on Tel: 01743 252269 or

Email: shropshirevcsassembly.gov.uk  by Friday 2 December.

Please see below two job opportunities VCS

Self Employment Development Worker - 'Working4Me'

Part -time (16 hrs per week flexible) Self Employment Development Worker required for an exciting new  project working with adults with a learning disability in a  co-operative consortium.  You will be helping members of the co-op to develop their ideas for small enterprises and to get their goods to market using the the Working4Me website and the MeMarkets project which runs stalls at local venues/events throughout the calendar year. The post is based in Shrewsbury and will be for a fixed term of 12 months.

The salary for the post is pro-rata £17,962.00 per annum.

Closing date is 14th November 2011.

For more information, and informal chat or an application pack ring Marian

Giles on 01743 255775 

Involvement Officer - Carers Support Service

We have a job opportunity for a fixed term post within the Carers Support Service at the Community Council of Shropshire until 31st March 2012 as an Involvement Officer – 22.5hrs per week. Salary scp 22 £19,621 per annum (pro-rata)

This is a newly created job offering an exciting opportunity to help in the development of the new Family Carers Support Service following our award of the tender by Shropshire Council.  The Involvement Officer will

 §        recruit and train new volunteers

 §        ensure our staff and volunteer team have the skills and resources to effectively    

           involve and support carers within our services

 §        assist with seeking new opportunities for income generation

 §        promote the service across the county.

The postholder will need to be able to work with a high level of initiative, minimal supervision and have experience of facilitating service user involvement, recruiting volunteers, devising and delivering training.  You will also need strong interpersonal and communication skills.

For an application pack or more information please ring 01743 360641 or

email enquiries@shropshire-rcc.org.uk
 “Audio-Video-Disco”

A collective of artists based in Shropshire come from differing backgrounds and have diverse, complementary styles. They are united by the passion to share their work with a wider audience, and are delighted to be exhibiting in the Willow (Dunbabin gallery) for the first time.

Antonio Farelli is a practising artist working mainly in oils.

 His work, an investigation, of self, others, and a continuum of observations manifesting the everyday and the passing of time…

Svetlana Elantseva was born in Russia. 

Svetlana’s paintings no matter what the subject content or the intended message is instantly recognisable as being of a Russian style, through the colours and the way they are used together.

Wendy Riddick was born in Shrewsbury.

Her unique style of textile art bursts out of the frame with life and vitality. She is a mark maker, often using drawing, stitching, textiles or a combination of mixed media to interpret her subject.
29thOctober-  29th November

The Willow Gallery ( Dubabin gallery)

56 Willow Street

Oswestry

Shropshire

SY11 1AE

Share your story of achievement and be A Games and Me Ambassador
Join The Games and Me to show how people in Telford and Wrekin are playing their part in the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

We are looking for Ambassadors from all walks of life to help Telford & Wrekin Council promote all the activities we are doing, or going to do, to promote Telford and Wrekin’s own celebration of London 2012. 

Let’s show how diverse, dynamic and inspiring the residents of Telford and Wrekin are.

We are looking for about 10 Ambassadors - of any age, who have a great story of achievement to share - something new and exciting or a past accomplishment that could inspire others in the following areas:  

·         Sport and Leisure 

·         The Arts, including creative writing, dance, music or performance 

·         Volunteering

Do you have a defining moment which illustrates the difference taking part in one of these areas has made to you?  

If you know someone, have heard of someone, or are one yourself, please send your contact details and about 100 words of why you would like to be an Ambassador to thegamesandme@telford.gov.uk 
Cllr Arnold England, Cabinet Member for Leisure and Well-Being, said: “It is a huge opportunity for everyone in the UK that the London 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games will be in this country. It means we can watch, celebrate and take part in so many sport and cultural activities and events.

“We must all really get behind this and ensure we don’t waste the opportunity. Use it to start up a new sport, learn a new skill and much more. I encourage you to start your London 2012 experience today.

“For those who already have a story of achievement related to sport, leisure, the arts or volunteering then share that with us and help inspire others. What an honour it would be to encourage others to achieve their ‘story of achievement’. Don’t miss your chance to be an Ambassador for the Games and Me.”

If you are chosen a member of the Council’s Communications team will visit you and take down your story in full and take a picture. You could feature on our advertising material, Facebook and on our website. You may even open one of our events.

So go on – tell us why you could be an Ambassador and start your Games and Me experience today.

This is open till December 2011

Broseley Potter Elspeth Soper,
The very distinctive pottery of Broseley Potter Elspeth Soper, featuring chickens, hares and guinea fowl will be on show at her November Open Day. 

The Open Studio at Willey Furnace Pottery are very popular with those that know and love Elspeth's distinctive work. Elspeth said "I am always amazed at how many people come to the open days. I think it is usually between 50 and 100 people, so it gets quite crowded but everyone seems to be very good humored about the crush!"

The Open Studio will take place on Sunday 27th November from 10am - 3pm. Mulled wine and mulled cranberry juice and mince pies will be on offer as well as lots of lovely pottery in all shapes and sizes – perfect for Christmas presents!

The pottery is also open whenever the sign is on the roadside or by appointment.  Willey Furnace Pottery is at Barrow Road, Broseley. TF12  5JQ and will be well signposted on the day. 

For more information please telephone Elspeth on 01952 885759 or mobile: 07790347007 

e-mail: elspeth.wfpottery@hotmail.co.uk   

Castle Artists Autumn Exhibition 

Held  at The Three Tuns Inn, 

Salop Street, 

Bishops Castle, 

Shropshire 

SY9 5BW

01588 638797

from 

Sat 26th November 2011   11.00am - 7.00 pm

Sun 27th November 2011   11.00am - 7.00 pm 

to 

Mon 28th November 2011 11.00am - 4.00 pm

For more info see http://castleartists.co.uk  

Free entry and parking
PERFORMANCE EXPERIENCE OFFERED TO PIANISTS/ INSTRUMENTALISTS /SINGERS 
Shelton Hospital (part of the South Staffordshire and Shropshire NHS Foundation Trust and a residential facility for mental health service users), is running a recital programme on Mondays 2-3pm and seeks voluntary performers. A beautiful Steinway grand piano is available. There is no fee, but expenses are offered.

For information, email Jessica Kent, jessica.kent@sssft.nhs.uk , Arts for Health Coordinator, or phone 07814 752783.

 












FABRICATION Is an exciting exhibiton of contemporary textiles at the Willow Gallery in Oswestry, starting 11th November.

It features woven tapestry, machine embroidery, woven hangings and lamps, textile boxes, quilted batik hangings, and fabric created in a variety of techniques.

Artists include, Ros Hornbuckle, Suzette Smart, Alison Holt, Helen Love, Sam Atkins, Stevie Walker, Liz Mellor and more.

If you haven't visited this wonderful and large gallery and cafe on Willow Street in Oswestry, nw's your chance! The exhibition is on till December 6th
SpAaC Theatre

Bishops Castle

Is showing a New piece of work by Nada Velickovic
Titled- Continuous Component
Starts Dec 1st to the 30th Dec
Exhibition launch at Qube

The Made in Shropshire exhibition is being launched at Qube, Oswald Road, Oswestry this Friday 11 November and visitors to the gallery will have the opportunity to meet the artist Caroline Taylor who is one of the artists exhibiting.

For further information contact Qube, Tel 01691 656882, web www.oca-oca.co.uk
Training, Support, Conferences & Seminars
Networking events and training in Shropshire

There are loads of opportunities for networking and training coming up in Shropshire over the next few months:

5pm Monday 14th November 

Shropshire Arts Café

Theme: Arts and Health – with presentations from The Project Group, Jessica Kent - Arts for Health Coordinator for South Staffordshire and Shropshire Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust and Owen Hurcombe from Praxis and Creative Remedies.

Venue: Shrewsbury, venue t.b.c.

Tuesday 15th November 

Training - Bid Writing for Festivals. Practical tips on writing, approaching funders, budgets, relationship with funders, evaluation. 

Venue: Wilderhope Manor

Please note: there is no charge for the full day's training and lunch will be provided as it is supported by the Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) and Shropshire Council, however people who register and do not show up (and do not provide a deputy) will be charged £25 to cover costs. For more information contact Joy Durrant – joy.durrant@shropshire.gov.uk tel: 01743 255077
Thursday 24th November 

Training - Event Safety Management, for anyone who will have responsibility for running an event or responsible for health and safety at an event - how to write and implement an Event Safety Plan. Table top exercise, discussion, and specific training by top event management specialists.

Venue: Wilderhope Manor

Please note: there is no charge for the full day's training and lunch will be provided as it is supported by the Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) and Shropshire Council, however people who register and do not show up (and do not provide a deputy) will be charged £25 to cover costs. For more information contact Joy Durrant – joy.durrant@shropshire.gov.uk tel: 01743 255077
10am – 12.30pm Monday 28th November 

Audiences Shropshire Arts and Heritage network meeting

Venue: Cosford Air Museum, TF11 8UP

Following the very successful visit to Tanat Valley Light Railway & Nantmawr Visitor Centre in September, we are planning further site visits. The next event is at RAF Cosford Museum. The museum is interested in commissioning an artist or artists as part of their wider audience development strategy. The morning will include a tour of the space, a presentation from Education Officer, Philip Clayton and a wider discussion around using artists in heritage and museum sites. More detail to follow

 For more information and to reserve a place contact Peter McLuskie, peter.mcluskie@audiencescentral.co.uk

Tuesday 29th November

Training - Marketing for Festivals, small budget, social media, top ten tips, communication management, the usual and the unusual. 

Venue: The Crown Hotel, Bridgnorth

Please note: there is no charge for the full day's training and lunch will be provided as it is supported by the Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) and Shropshire Council, however people who register and do not show up (and do not provide a deputy) will be charged £25 to cover costs. For more information contact Joy Durrant – joy.durrant@shropshire.gov.uk tel: 01743 255077
10am – 12.30pm Monday 12th December, 

Audiences Shropshire: Social media, technology and marketing café

Venue: Shrewsbury Archives

Following popular demand we are introducing a hands-on café style event where you can bring your questions, projects and ideas to share with experts and colleagues. This event will begin with a recap of previous workshops and then it’s over to you to get going on your project. Whether it’s setting up a Facebook group, writing a marketing plan, or how to be more effective with your Twitter, there will be experts on hand to help and advise. The event is aimed at all abilities. There are a number of computers available at the Archives and there is a Wi-Fi connection for laptop users.

peter.mcluskie@audiencescentral.co.uk
Thursday 12th January 2012 

Shropshire Arts Café

Theme: Social Media 

Venue: Oswestry, time and venue t.b.c.

10am Wednesday 18th January

Audiences Shropshire training and networking event

Theme: Audience segmentation, focussing on the Arts Council’s updated Arts Audiences Insight and Shropshire statistics, as well as the usual partnership and project development activities.

Venue: DASh, Unit 4, Hartley Business Centre Monkmoor Road, Shrewsbury SY2 5ST 

Suggestions are welcome for themes, speakers, and venues for Art Cafés networking and training events.

To book a place on any of these events please call Sarah Rollason on Tel: 01743 252305 or email: sarah.rollason@shropshire.gov.uk 













“The MA in Community Arts is transforming my practice as a community artist.” 

Short Course opportunities: 

Making It Happen in Community Arts

A practically-based course that focuses on the development and implementation 

of participatory arts projects in community settings

The Artist Professional Development Programme: Developing Arts for Health

A professional training programme for artists working in the area of arts and health 

Masters in Community and Participatory Arts

A professionally focussed MA aimed at practitioners in participatory practice. 

The Postgraduate Community and Participatory Arts Programme at Staffordshire University has developed these short courses to help people using community arts to specialise and develop their expertise.

The courses are designed to offer participants greater employability through the development of practical skills, a greater network of contacts in the field and help you to establish a research and evidence base to your work.

As we respond to the changing context in which we all work, our innovative short courses provide the chance to work with creative practitioners and organisations, enabling you to fully develop your potential as a professional in this area.

All courses provide high quality continuing professional development opportunities and are accredited so you may receive a formal qualification at either University Certificate Level (NQF Level 4) or Master’s Level (NQF Level 7).  They can also be transferred onto our Masters programme, which includes a MA in Community and Participatory Arts. 

The MA Community and Participatory arts 

This MA is designed to enable students to develop a strong professional practice in Community and Participatory arts .  It can be studied full time over a one year or part-time over two to five years.  The course is aimed at practitioners or people aiming to develop their practice. The course integrates learning drawn from practical project work as well as academic study. Modules are delivered in block one day sessions  which can fit around work commitments and credits from other Creative Communities Short Courses can be transferred to the programme.  The course has entry points in September and January.

More information and an application form can be found at http://www.staffs.ac.uk/courses_and_study/courses/community-and-participatory-arts-ma-tcm429498.jsp  

Or contact us directly in the Creative Communities Unit 

Janet Hetherington Tel: 01782 294540 www.staffs.ac.uk/community 
WORKING IN THE ARTS WITH YOUNG PEOPLE AT RISK KIT- Autumn Special Offer – £20! 

This special publication offer is available to purchase until the end of November 2011 at the special rate of only £20! 

This essential kit is useful to anyone who works with young people at risk in the arts and cultural sectors and who would like a range of useful tools to support them in their work for a bargain price. 

The Working in the Arts with Young People at Risk Kit has been produced by Artswork, the national youth arts development agency, as part of the Artsplan professional development programme. 

The kit contains the following four sets of practical guidelines: ‘Using the Arts with Young People at Risk’; ‘Access All Areas: Disability and Youth Arts’; ‘Using the Arts with Juvenile and Young Offenders’ and ‘Using the Arts with Young Asylum Seekers and Refugees’.  This kit also contains a complimentary copy of the hugely popular ‘Youth Arts Directory’ created in 2005/6 and which contains details of hundreds of youth arts organisations across the country. 

This kit is a valuable resource offering creative and practical help to anyone using or looking to use the arts in their work with young people at risk, the guidelines contain vital information and the ingredients that will help you to develop successful, informed and inclusive youth arts projects. 

Artswork is pleased to offer this publication package at a special price of £20 (incl P&P) if you place your order before the 30th November 2011. 

For further details, or if you would like to purchase a Youth Arts Project Kit please contact Karl Eccles, Admin Assistant on t: 023 8033 2491 or e: karl@artswork.org.uk 

Arts Award on the road
Can we help you get going or support you as you prepare for moderation? 

We run specialist monthly surgeries helping you design your delivery and offering you tips for creative evidencing to get your portfolios ready for assessment and moderation. Book on the surgeries if you are ...
· looking for ideas to get started after training 
· planning and designing ways to collect evidence as part of an arts project 
· considering introducing Arts Award for large groups 
· getting ready for a first time moderation and need a portfolio review
2011 Surgery dates:
· 30 November 
Last Wednesday in month @ mac Midlands Arts Centre  
How to Book: we offer one-hour appointments between 10.00am - 6.00pm Contact westmidlands@artsaward.org.uk to request a surgery with your preferred date/time and we will get back to you to confirm your booking.
 












FORTHCOMING COURSES AVAILABLE TO BOOK NOW...
Course name: Gold top-up training for bronze/silver advisers - Birmingham
Date: 11/11/2011
Course attributes: General
Cost: £90.00
 

Course name: Arts Award Extra - Birmingham
Date: 25/11/2011
Course attributes: 
Cost: £85.00
 

Course name: Bronze/Silver Adviser Training - Birmingham
Date: 14/12/2011
Course attributes: General
Cost: £140.00
 

Judy McFall
Arts Award Regional Development Assistant: West Midlands

07886 428094

judy.mcfall@artsaward.org.uk
 

Arts Award helpdesk 020 7820 6178

Audiences Shropshire: Arts & Heritage site visit to RAF Cosford Museum 

28 November, 10 – 12.30 

RAF Cosford Museum 

Following the very successful visit to Tanat Valley Light Railway & Nantmawr Visitor Centre in September, we are planning further site visits. The next event is at RAF Cosford Museum. The museum is interested in commissioning an artist or artists as part of their wider audience development strategy. The morning will include a tour of the space, a presentation from Education Officer, Philip Clayton and a wider discussion around using artists in heritage and museum sites. More detail to follow 

For more information and to reserve a place contact Peter McLuskie, peter.mcluskie@audiencescentral.co.uk  

 Audiences Shropshire: Social media, technology and marketing café 

12 December, 10 – 12.30 

Shropshire Archives 

Following popular demand we are introducing a hands-on café style event where you can bring your questions, projects and ideas to share with experts and colleagues. This event will begin with a recap of previous workshops and then it’s over to you to get going on your project. Whether it’s setting up a Facebook group, writing a marketing plan, or how to be more effective with your Twitter, there will be experts on hand to help and advise. The event is aimed at all abilities. There are a number of computers available at the Archives and there is a Wi-Fi connection for laptop users. 

For more information and to reserve a place contact Peter McLuskie, peter.mcluskie@audiencescentral.co.uk   
Audiences Shropshire: Network Meeting 

18 January 2012, 10 – 12.30 

DASH, Shrewsbury 

The next Audiences Shropshire Network meeting will include presentations on the Arts Council’s updated audience segmentation toolkit: Arts Audiences: Insight, as well as the usual partnership and project development activities. 

There will be a full agenda available later in the year. 

For more information contact Peter McLuskie, peter.mcluskie@audiencescentral.co.uk  
Lead Inspire Change 
We are seeking an inspirational leader with board skills gained in complex organisations. The NHS Trust Chair will play a key role in directing this organisation towards achieving Foundation Trust status, bringing greater freedoms and responsibilities. This is an exciting opportunity at the cutting edge of the Government’s commitment to create a patient led NHS. The successful candidate will need to be able to demonstrate strategic vision and a portfolio of skills including governance, financial acumen, performance management, relationship-building and the ability to champion change. 

CHAIR 
Shropshire Community Health NHS Trust - Ref: WM0875 
You will need to demonstrate that you have: 

experience of leading an organisation with a significant budget and of comparable complexity; 

a considerable reputation within their field whether public, private or voluntary sector; 

a portfolio of high level governance and organisational skills including strategic planning, financial management, risk management, organisation performance management and service development in a regulated environment; 

experience of building alliances and working relationships with a range of stakeholders especially with GPs. 

You will also need to show that you have the competencies required to be effective in this demanding leadership role 

We value and promote diversity and are committed to equality of opportunity for all and appointments made on merit. We believe that the best boards are those that reflect the communities they serve. 
For an informal and confidential discussion with the Chief Executive of the Trust, Mrs Jo Chambers, regarding the role please contact Deborah Passant, PA to Chief Executive, on 01743 277688 prior to the closing date. This will play no part in the selection process. 

Preference will be given to candidates who live in, or have strong connections with the Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin area. 

The time commitment is a minimum of three and a half days per week and remuneration is £20,896 pa. 

Closing date is 12.00 noon on 17th November 2011 and interviews will be held on 30th November 2011 
If you think you might have the combination of skills, enthusiasm and commitment this highly visible role demands and would like to use them to help shape the NHS for the 21st Century, please visit www.appointments.org.uk  If you require an alternative format such as braille, large print or audio please call Miriam Walker on 0113 394 2967 quoting the reference WM0875. 
Useful, Interesting Information
New sculpture coming soon to Ellesmere

Photo caption -  Sculptor maker John Merrill crafting his new sculpture piece. 

Sculptor maker John Merrill is busy working on the next sculpture piece to appear in Ellesmere. John has been commissioned by Ellesmere Sculpture Initiative as part of this year's phase of the Ellesmere Sculpture Trail 'Sculpture by water' which has been developing around the town over the last few years.

John is working with wood from a recently felled lime tree which once grew by the Mere at Ellesmere, and is creating a piece called 'Sshhh'. The inspiration for this piece came through his work with the local primary school in Ellesmere.  John and the children visited the Mere to reflect on the noises they could hear around them and which could then be interpreted through a sculptural piece. The sound that John heard most was ‘Sshhhh’ as the children stopped to listen to the natural sounds in the woodland where he hopes to site the piece. 

This sculpture work forms part of the Ellesmere Sculpture Trail, and which will  be one of four new pieces being sited in the woodland area of Cremorne Gardens around the Mere at Ellesmere this year. Most of the trail sculptures are easily accessible and , like those in Cremorne Gardens can be seen from good public paths.

Local people and visitors have already been enjoying the ‘Stairway to Haven’ sculpture which was created in June this year as part of this initiative. Walking up the steps created from a beech tree-stump and looking through the tree window over the Mere has excited children and adults alike, and even pet dogs.

“We are really looking forward to seeing John’s work on site, this will be a fantastic addition to the sculpture already in Ellesmere.  There is a real sense of community interest with John’s involvement at the local school” said Trudi Graham from the Ellesmere Sculpture Initiative.  

Sculpture Trail, a guide and a map of all the sculptures on the trail visit www.ellesmeresculpture.co.uk  

For more information on John’s work visit www.johnmerrill.org
https://www.mycake.org/default.aspx 

MyCake is an online toolkit to help you manage the financial side of your business simply and easily. So if you see commerce as a valid output for your creative endeavours then MyCake is here to help you make the most of it.
We’re here to help you become better acquainted with the ways in which money flows into and out of your business and how your actions cause these ebbs and flows. By understanding the connection between your actions and the flow of cash through your business you’ll be in a better position to adjust the way you do things … so if it feels like a rollercoaster at the moment you’ll be pleased to know that you have the power to change this!
Through a better understanding of the connection between your actions and your finances you’ll grow your knowledge of what impacts how you price your products and services. Wouldn’t it be great to feel confident in your prices? How would it feel to know that you’ve taken into account all the costs of production and valued your time highly enough that, provided you meet your sales goals, you’ll see enough profit to both develop the business and pay you a wage. Whilst lack of cash flow can kill a business quickly poor profitability can kill a business slowly and painfully and the stress on the business takes a heavy toll on the entrepreneur. Great profitability on the other hand not only allows you to revel in your successes but means that you have enough funds to invest in your latest ideas and bring these to fruition as well. So profit means sustenance and freedom for you and your business.
Planning a budget for the coming year is a great way to set goals for your business, keeping your MyCake account up to date helps you see how you are progressing towards these goals and will help you see what’s driving your over or under-achievement i.e. whilst it’s great to achieve more sales than you’ve expected if you put your costs through the roof in the process you’ll feel that you deserve champagne but can only afford beans on toast.
It is of course hard to know whether the expectations you have of your business are reasonable or not. MyCake can help in a couple of ways. Firstly MyCake enables you to look at your sales and expenses (as a graph or as figures) over different time periods … this means that you can look at a period that seems ‘normal’ and compare it to other less normal times.
Register your dance class with Active4Health 

Active4Health are trying to get dance providers in Shropshire onto the Active4Health website database. Follow link if you haven’t seen the resource yet: http://www.shropshire.nhs.uk/active4health 

This is a database of activity to encourage adults to get active and healthy, led by Shropshire PCT. Follow the link to register your classes. For more info contact Mike Parry: 01743 277526, michael.parry@shropshirepct.nhs.uk  
Luncheon Club trips planned with Oswestry Dial-a-ride

Oswestry Dial-a-ride have organised a series of trips this autumn and winter to some top Shropshire eating places and to Christmas festivities.  Following the success of the Summer Trip Club, Oswestry Dial-a-ride are putting on four more trips, offering accessible transport and a door-to-door service. 

 “These trips are proving to be very popular as they provide accessible transport to a lot of people who would otherwise not be able to get and out about to enjoy days out’ said Liz Hindmarch, Transport and Buildings Manager at Qube. ‘As always we are very grateful to our volunteer drivers who make these things possible.” 

The next dates for the trips are 18 November a Luncheon Club to the Armoury in Shrewsbury, on 9 December there is a trip to the Frankfurt Christmas market in Birmingham and on 3 December join in some Pantomine fun in Oswestry. 

Contact the transport office to book your place and find out more on 01691 671571 or pop into Qube on Oswald Road, Oswestry. 

Qube community transport is a major provider of accessible transport services in the local area and beyond, with fully accessible vehicles operating throughout the Oswestry borderlands. 
London 2012 Paralympic Torchbearer 

Shine a Light: Lloyds TSB begins search for people to carry the London 2012 Paralympic Flame 
Lloyds TSB, Presenting Partner of the London 2012 Paralympic Torch Relay, today calls on the UK to shine a light on people who have made a difference in their community and inspired and supported disabled people, by nominating them to carry the Paralympic Flame.  
Lloyds TSB is the only Presenting Partner of both the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Torch Relays. Thousands of nominations were made when Lloyds TSB invited the public to nominate Torchbearers for the Olympic Torch Relay in its recent nationwide campaign. Whilst the Olympic Torch Relay nomination campaign is now closed, Lloyds TSB is extending the opportunity to be a Torchbearer through its support of the Paralympic Torch Relay. 
Nominations are being sought from all corners of the UK, with the public being called upon to recognise the people who have inspired and supported people with disability and made a difference in their community. Anyone can be a Paralympic Torchbearer whether they are disabled or not.  Whether it is a disabled person who has  achieved personal success, the teacher who removes barriers to include pupils with a disability in  sport, the family member who cares for someone with a disability or the friend who’s raised thousands of pounds for charities that support and empower disabled people, Lloyds TSB is inviting everyone to nominate someone to carry the Paralympic Flame with successful Torchbearers working in teams of five to carry the Flame on its journey to the Opening Ceremony of the London 2012 Paralympic Games. 

Starting today, Lloyds TSB is inviting the public and customers to nominate  the people who have inspired and supported people with disability and made a difference in their community for the once in a lifetime opportunity to be a London 2012 Paralympic Torchbearer.  

Nominations can be made online via www.lloydstsb.com/paralympicflame from today 18 October 2011 until 22 November 2011. Successful Torchbearers will work in teams of five to carry the Flame on its journey to the Opening Ceremony of the London 2012 Paralympic Games. 

View the full details:

http://www.paralympics.org.uk/show_news.asp?itemid=3835&itemTitle=Shine+a+Light%3A+Lloyds+TSB+begins+search+for+people+to+carry+the+London+2012+Paralympic+Flame&section=000100010006 

Welcome to Breathe the Beat 
Breathe the Beat features five video tutorials from renowned international hip hop artist Salah, which will guide people to find new inspirations for their own dancing. People can then upload videos of their routines to the website to enter a competition. The eventual winner will get the chance to meet Salah himself, and watch him perform. Dancers from the West Midlands who upload videos will also be entered into a competition for the chance to perform at next year's Breathe the Beat roadshows. 

Part of the Outdoor Dance Programme, Breathe the Beat is a unique opportunity for dancers to be inspired by one of hip-hop’s leading talents, and showcase their skills online for the world to see. 

Led by DanceXchange, in partnership with Regional Dance Agencies Dancefest, Dancescape and Dudley Performing Arts, the Outdoor Dance Programme is a substantial new project for the West Midlands. It forms a major strand of the Dancing for the Games programme, connecting people with the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games through dance.

Competition 

By creating a one-minute video of a routine inspired by Breathe the Beat, and submitting it to the competition, there is a chance to win some amazing prizes, including the opportunity to meet Salah and see him perform live! 

The routine can be any style of dance, but it must show that the dancer has learned from Salah’s tutorials, and incorporated elements from Breathe the Beat. 

As part of the application form there is space to explain what has inspired the moves (i.e. mime and sound like in Tutorial #1: Music of Life.) Any genre of dance is welcome; watch Tutorial #2: Snake in the Water) and see how Roxy incorporated elements of waving into her more usual breaking style. 

The competition is open until February 29 2012, so it's ok to wait until all the tutorials have been released, but it's also fine to enter now too. Taking elements from all five tutorials in a minute might be difficult, so concentrating on a single element is encouraged. 

The competition is open to everybody, regardless of age or ability. The entries will be judged on a range of factors, including popularity and quality, but, importantly, they will also be judged on how well the routine uses elements from the tutorials. A complete beginner who can show they’ve taken inspiration from Salah’s tutorials will beat a professional who hasn’t watched the videos and just records some great moves! So it is important to remember to include an explanation of the performance in the description of the video. 

Video Submission 

To enter the competition, videos must be uploaded to YouTube, before the entry form can be completed on the website. Videos need to be of good quality, to ensure that the routine can be fully appreciated! We are aware that some people may lack the confidence or skills to film and upload a routine, so we are more than happy to help. If you have any questions about the submission process, please contact Mike Hyde. In certain circumstances, we may be able to offer some technical assistance. 
Check the http://www.dancexchange.org.uk/ website for more information.

West Midlands Arts Health & Wellbeing Network, website launching Feb 2012

Creative Health CIC and Staffordshire Arts & Museums Service are pleased to announce their plans to merge the praXis and Creative Remedies website and develop a new resource for arts and health practitioners across the region.

Plans for the new site - West Midlands Arts Health & Wellbeing Network - are being developed with a view to launching the site in February 2012. The site will build on the case studies included on the existing Creative Remedies site and will provide information, advice and opportunities for practitioners and will include links to facebook, Twitter and other social media sites. We are also committed to a continuing the popular programme of events developed by praXis. 

Membership will be free, members will receive a monthly e-newsletter and will be able to post information on the site too.   

As part of the planning process we are keen to hear your views about the content of the new website so please get in touch with either Kate Gant kategant@creativehealthcic.co.uk or

Owen Hurcombe owen.hurcombe@staffordshire.gov.uk 

We will keep you informed about the progress of the new site through the praXis and Creative Remedies newsletters.

Useful websites and addresses; 
info@voluntaryarts.org
Go to for the latest Telford Culture Zone newsletter

www.telfordculturezone.com 
Go to for the latest Telford Culture Zone newsletter.
www.artscouncil.org.uk 
Go to the above for the latest edition of the Arts Council newsletter.
www.praxisartsandhealth.org.uk 
Go to the above for the latest edition of the Praxis newsletter. 
www.easwestmidlands.org.uk 
Go to the above for the latest edition of the EAS WM newsletter. 

www.bobbybritnell.co.uk 
Go to the above for the latest edition of Bobby’s newsletter. 

www.creativealliance.org.uk 
Go to the above for the latest edition of the Creative Alliance newsletter. 

www.businesslinkwm.co.uk    
Go to the above for the latest edition of the Business Link West Midlands newsletter. 













www.ccskills.org.uk" 

www.ccskills.org.uk

Go to the above for the latest edition of the Creative and Cultural Skills newsletter. 

www.re-title.com  

Go to the above to find lots of opportunities for artists.
https://www.facebook.com/shropshirefestivals
Go to the above for more information on Shropshire Festivals

www.wemtownhall.co.uk 

Go to the above for a list of all forthcoming events at Wem Town Hall.

Voluntary and Community Sector Newsletter

Lots of useful pages with local information about available support and events. Visit: www.2shrop.net/2shropnet/AToZOfMinisites/V/VoluntaryCommunitySectorAssembly/LatestNews 
Funding
As you know the new Youth Music funding programme opens on 3rd November. 

Details so far are on the website at: 

http://www.youthmusic.org.uk/musicispower/Grants/  

Following the launch events I will be holding 3 ‘surgery’ days. These are now confirmed: 

·         Birmingham – Wednesday 9th November. 12 noon till 7pm at Fazeley Studios, Digbeth. 

·         Stoke-on-Trent – Thursday 10th November. 10.30am till 5pm at Mitchell Arts Centre. 

·         Ludlow – Tuesday 15th November. 10am till 2pm at Ludlow Assembly Rooms. 

They are an opportunity for a one to one conversation about a specific project plan if you are planning to apply for funding in the first round of this new programme. 

I know it’s difficult to know what type of funding you want to apply for until you see the details of the new programme. These will be on the website in full from 3rd November. Also, to clarify, if you currently hold a Youth Music grant, you can apply under this new programme for additional funding, but the amount may depend on your current grant. 

Please let me know as soon as possible if you would like me to book you a ‘surgery’ slot.  Booking is not via the website for these appointments. 

I hope these will be around 45 minutes, but it will depend partly on demand. 

If the days fill up very quickly, don’t worry, I will be able to talk on the phone or answer email queries during w/c 21st November. Also my colleague Heloise Davies in the East Midlands will be holding surgeries in Leicester, Derby and Nottingham during mid November. 

The application process is in two stages. The deadline for stage 1 applications is 1st December. 

There will also be an Outcomes training workshop on Friday 11th November in Birmingham, also at Fazeley Studios, led by Dr Douglas Lonie, Youth Music’s Research and Evaluation Manager, which will be very useful in planning an application, particularly if you haven’t attended one of Youth Music’s Outcomes workshops before. You will be able to book for this via the website soon. 

Christina Timms 

Regional Executive Officer – West Midlands 

Youth Music   

Tel. 07738 147733
PraXis Creative Remedies Arts and Health Awards
PraXis Creative Remedies Arts and Health Awards is a new awards scheme for artists, organisations, students or groups based in the West Midlands, providing a great opportunity for your work to recognized, promoted and shared with others. Winners will be awarded a place on a professional development programme and support for the development of a practical project.

There are four award categories for innovative work in research and evaluation, public health, social care and healthy spaces. Projects must have taken place within the past two years in the West Midlands.

For more information and details on how to apply visit http://www.praxisartsandhealth.org.uk/arts-and-health-awards-2011.html 
The deadline for applications is FRIDAY 25 NOVEMBER 2011
The Film Culture Fund will support greater audience engagement with a diverse range of film content and ensure the inclusion of screen heritage in film production.

Grants of £2,000 to £50,000 are available for organisations in the English regions outside London such as cinemas, film archives, film festivals and the non-theatrical exhibition sector (mobile cinema and film societies), for project activity including:

· Audience development within the film exhibition sector.

· Film education activities which are linked to and support film exhibition infrastructure e.g. cinemas, film festivals, film societies and other platforms.

· The acquisition, preservation and conservation of and access to regional screen heritage.

£490,000 is available in the first round of funding.
Applications must be made via the online system and should be submitted by noon on 28 November 2011.

For more information please click here 
Jack Goldhill Painting Prize 
I’m writing to you on behalf of the Jack Goldhill Painting Prize, a new art prize and celebration of fine art in the UK, with a top prize of £5,000.  I’m hoping that you might circulate details of the prize to various arts groups across Shropshire. 

The Jack Goldhill Painting Prize is open to all amateur or professional artists aged 18+  who live or work in the UK, and welcomes artworks of any subject matter that use paint. Entrants can submit up to three pieces of work to be judged by a panel of experts from across the art world. The first prize is £5,000, the second prize is £3,000 and the third prize is £1,000. 

Winners of the Jack Goldhill Painting Prize will be required to donate their work to leading health and social care charity, Jewish Care, to be displayed in one of their care homes or centres for all to enjoy. 

Registration for entrants is now open and closes Monday 14th November 2011. 

For more information, terms and conditions and details of how to enter, please visit our website at www.jewishcare.org/paintingprize
email paintingprize@jcare.org
or phone 020 8922 2814. 

The painting prize is being held in memory of the late Jack Goldhill, businessman and philanthropist, in order to celebrate the links he had to the charity Jewish Care and to the art world. The prize money has been generously donated by the Goldhill Family Charitable Trust.  
FILM CULTURE FUND NOW OPEN

- £490,000 Lottery funds available in first round 

- Apply online at www.creativeengland.co.uk/film-support/film-culture 
Monday 17 October 2011: Creative England’s Film Culture Fund opens for applications today, with a total of £490,000 delegated Lottery funds from the BFI to distribute in the first round. 

The Film Culture Fund aims to boost access for audiences to a wide range of film content in the English regions outside of London, to enrich audiences’ experience through education opportunities, and to bring the unique resources of regional screen heritage into wider film provision.  
It is looking to support the provision and interpretation of both specialised and mainstream film in England, by investing in: 

· audience development within the film exhibition sector 

· film education activities which are linked to and support film exhibition infrastructure (e.g. cinemas, film festivals, film societies and other platforms) 

· the acquisition, preservation and conservation of and access to regional screen heritage.

Applications are now invited from cinemas, film archives, film festivals, mobile cinemas, film societies and other eligible organisations working in the English regions outside of London. Awards will range from £2,000 - £50,000 depending on the project. Funded activity can include programming, education, reaching under-served audiences and regional screen heritage.
Creative England’s Head of Film Culture Jay Arnold, said: “I’m very pleased to open Creative England’s first funding scheme. We’re looking for strong project ideas that we can get behind to help nurture film culture in all its variety, to the benefit of local audiences around the country, and we’re interested in hearing from organisations from all parts of the English regions.” 

Eddie Berg, the BFI’s Director of Partnerships, said: “Creative England will be crucial delivery partners for the BFI’s Forward Plan and we welcome this clear commitment of support for the exhibition, archive and film education sectors, whose work is so important to audiences across England.”  
The deadline for applications is midday on 28 November 2011.

Download the Film Culture Fund guidelines and access the online application form at www.creativeengland.co.uk/film-support/film-culture 
For more information about Creative England film funding, call 0844 824 6041 or email lottery.admin@creativeengland.co.uk 
Entries for the 2011 Epic Awards are now being accepted from arts groups across the UK and the Republic of Ireland.
Provided by Voluntary Arts Network, the development agency for arts participation, the Epic Awards are designed to draw attention to work taking place within the voluntary and amateur arts sector. The awards aim to provide these groups with the opportunity to raise their profile and to win a package of prizes including training, equipment and publicity.

Following the success of the first Epic Awards in 2010, which ran across England only, the sponsor has decided to extend the 2011 scheme to groups across the UK and the Republic of Ireland.

The awards will be made under the following four categories:

· Engagement 

· Partnerships 

· Innovation 

· Creativity

Successful groups receive an electronic Epic Award winner pack including logo and branding that can be used on all communication, if desired. The winner of each of the four categories will receive £250 worth of gift vouchers to be redeemed at GreatArt. The runner-up of each of the four categories will receive £100 worth of gift vouchers to be redeemed at GreatArt. Each winning group will also receive annual membership of Arts Development UK, worth £165.

Voluntary or amateur art and craft groups/organisations in the United Kingdom and Ireland are eligible to apply ie:

· those arts and crafts that people undertake for self-improvement, social networking and leisure, but not primarily for payment; 

· groups that are self-organised; 

· not-for-profit groups.

The deadline for receipt of entries is 11 November 2011 (5pm).
http://epicawards.co.uk/
UnLtd is a national charity which supports social entrepreneurs – people with vision, drive, commitment  and passion to change to world  for the better. We do this by providing a complete package of funding and support to these individuals to help make their ideas a reality.

Anyone from 11yrs and upwards in the UK is eligible to apply for our support. We have helped support inter-generational projects, start sports clubs, assist art and community projects and helped people start their own sustainable social enterprises.

UnLtd provides individuals with exciting opportunities to create their own opportunities and develop their community for the better.

Individuals can start up their own businesses, sports teams, recreational groups and host events after being given funding of up to £5,000 per individual, coupled with a model of non-financial support from a designated development manager in their region. Non-financial support can include budgeting advice, networking opportunities, governance issues and working with volunteers. All of this is completely free of charge.

How do people apply??

Applicants between 11-21ys need to fill in an enquiry form. This can be found at www.liveunltd.com 
Applicants over the age of 21yrs can request an application form our regional office on 0121 766 4570. More information can also be found at www.unltd.org.uk
MEA has recently won a significant amount of funding to deliver the Community Strand of the West Midlands Low Carbon Economy Programme, and we are partnering with Localise West Midlands.  The funding runs until December 2011 and will help third sector and community groups from across the region develop sustainable energy projects and install renewable technologies.  

We do have up to £30k to allocate between up to 12 community / third sector organisations (providing around 5-10 days of tailored support per project).   

If this of interest could you please get in touch with Simon Rosson 01743 277106 – simon@mea.org.uk 

Please note that this is only for those in the West Midlands

True Colours Trust – Small Grants Programme 

The True Colours Trust through its small grants programme, is inviting applications for grants of up to £10,000 from small organisations in the UK, to help them develop and deliver programmes for disabled children, their sibling and families. 

The fund is particularly keen to support hydrotherapy pools, multi sensory rooms, mini buses, young carers’ projects, sibling projects and bereavement support. 

There are no application deadlines. Applications can be submitted at any time. For more information visit www.truecolourstrust.org.uk/small_grants.aspx.
ACE announces details of £40m scheme to boost private giving to the arts - area: England
Forty million pounds of Lottery money is to be made available to help arts organisations encourage philanthropic giving through Arts Council England (ACE)’s new Catalyst Arts fund. 

The fund will have three strands, the first being a £30m pot to be invested in ‘an integrated match-funding and capacity building scheme’ which aims to increase arts organisations’ ability to fundraise. It will offer tailored awards that cover a three-year period and will be open to organisations with experience of fundraising, either individually or in collaboration with others. Details of how the scheme will work have yet to be confirmed. 

www.artscouncil.org.uk
Triangle Trust 
The Triangle Trust 1949 Fund is inviting applications from charity organisations for projects that support carers, community arts and education disability, older people, poverty, integration and rehabilitation. 

Grants are normally in the range of £1,000 and £10,000. The objectives of the Fund are the alleviation of poverty and the promotion of good health and welfare, the advancement and furthering of education. 

Successful projects will either maintain an open, inclusive society or promote integration (or reintegration) of individuals or groups into society. Preference will be given to smaller charities, charities which serve a locality or region of the UK, rather than national charities, and causes which find it more difficult to raise funds from the general public.

www.thetriangletrust1949fund.org.uk
Women Make Music funding opportunity has now been launched 
The PRS for Music Foundation has announced that Women Make Music - its unique funding opportunity for women music creators - is now open. It wants to raise the profile of women who are creating music in the UK.

Are you a woman creating and performing new music in any genre? Or an organisation commissioning a new piece of music from a woman you have not yet worked with? If so, then you may be eligible to apply for up to £5,000.

To find out more and apply online please visit: www.prsformusicfoundation.com/women.
Details of more funds and other funding advice is on the Shropshire Infrastructure Partnership website

Monthly updates from the Shropshire Partnership (www.shropshirevcs.org.uk/ourservices/funding-advice), its worth checking on a monthly basis.

Shropshire Council Community Arts Grants- Important update

The Community Arts Grants Scheme has been devolved to the Local Joint Committees. All Arts Grant applications should be submitted to the relevant Local Joint Committee. Application forms can be downloaded from the Shropshire Council website or obtained from the Shropshire Council Community Action Officers. www.shropshire.gov.uk/communityworking.nsf
British Council – Grants for Artists 

http://www.britishcouncil.org/arts-grants-to-artists.htm  

Innovation Networks grants of £10,000 

To support collaborative and innovative work in West Midlands SMEs. Contact Suzi Archer, Project Officer, on 024 7623 6326 

sarcher@cad.coventry.ac.uk  

EWGS WOODLAND CREATION GRANT

www.forestry.gov.uk/ewgs

This fund supports projects to create woodlands in England. Following a review, the

Forestry Commission has made some changes to the fund:

• Wider availability of Additional Contributions up to £2,000/hectare where new

woodlands meet national and regional priorities

• Simpler scoring system so applicants know before applying whether they are

likely to receive grant support

• Greater species flexibility to meet owner objectives and create woodlands that

are more resilient and can adapt to climate change

• Applications are accepted from prospective landowners.

Owners, leaseholders or tenants of land in England may apply, and funding remains

available for 2011/12 (for projects that will claim before 31 March 2012) and beyond.

Grant rates start from £700 per hectare.
EMI - INSTRUMENT AND EQUIPMENT AWARDS

www.emimusicsoundfoundation.com/index.php/site/awards/

This scheme provides grants to schools and individuals in full-time education, to help

towards the purchase of musical instruments and/or equipment related equipment.

The Foundation also funds courses and training opportunities for music teachers who

work within schools.

Eligible applicants include:

• Schools to fund music education (with the exception of statutory national

curriculum music teaching)

• Individuals in full-time education to fund musical instrument/equipment purchase

(preference is given to under 25s).

• Music teachers working within schools to fund courses and training

Grants of up to £2,000 are available. The next closing date for applications is

Friday 10 February 2012
GOVERNMENT INVESTMENT SECURED FOR NEW DIGITAL CHAMPIONS PROJECT

New initiative to support digital and media SMEs working in cross-platform content 

Monday 31 October 2011: The Government has today announced Creative England as one of the successful bidders to receive investment through the second round of its £1.4 billion Regional Growth Fund (RGF). 

Creative England has secured c. £5 million RGF funding for ‘Digital Champions’, a private sector-led scheme providing development funding and market expertise to small creative and digital businesses working in cross-platform content and services. 

‘Digital Champions’ will provide match funding and additional support to creative and digital SMEs in the North and North West, Birmingham and the West Midlands, and the far South West, areas identified as vulnerable to public sector job losses and with lower levels of enterprise and private sector growth. 

Funding will help high potential businesses in these areas overcome market barriers and gain competitive advantage from the continued explosion in demand for cross platform content. 

Small companies working in fields such as TV, games, mobile and broadband, will collaborate with a host of ‘commissioners’ partnering up for the scheme, to develop new market propositions and content. Participating companies range from broadcasters, publishers, public services and technology providers, and include the BBC, ITV, Channel 4, Cisco, Sony Computer Entertainment Europe, The Peel Group (owners of MediaCityUK) and Santander. 

Funding will be allocated by Creative England and additional support will also be provided by the private partners, such as access to market expertise, support for business development and financial health checks. 
Successful bids are subject to legal checks before they can be awarded their final allocation of funding. The Government expects the money to start being passed on to the bidders in the spring. Full details about today’s RGF announcement can be found http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=421806&SubjectId=2 

Events
Shropshire Partnership Standing Conference 

Healthy Lives, Healthy People 

Thursday 1st December 2011, 2pm - 4.30pm, 

The Lord Hill Hotel, Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury 

The focus of the conference will be to identify the health care priorities for Shropshire. Information from the event will make an important contribution to the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment which guide the provision of health, social care and wellbeing services in the county. 

An agenda and background information will follow shortly, including the opportunity for partners to inform the emerging health needs ahead of the event.
Birmingham Print Makers Sale

Free Entry

Prints Gifts Wrapping and Cards

Open Saturday November 26th 2011 10am – 4pm

Birmingham Printmakers, Unit 3C, 90 Floodgate Street, Digbeth

Birmingham B5 5SR

Telephone 0121 766 8545 

‘Furnaceman’s Dream’ 

Play inspired by Shakespeare and Ironbridge Heritage

Enginuity 12th and 13th November 

A local drama group is staging an unusual play which combines Shakespeare with musical theatre and takes its inspiration from the Ironbridge Gorge’s industrial heritage. Furnaceman’s Dream is being presented by the Telford and District Light Operatic Players (Tadlop) in the Engine Shop at Enginuity, Coalbrookdale on Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th November, near the site of the Old Furnace used by Abraham Darby.

Leaning heavily on the dialogue from A Midsummer Night’s Dream and the Tempest, the new play also brings in other ‘supernatural’ characters such as the Macbeth witches. The plot flows around a group of industrial workers, alias Bottom, Quince, Snout & Co, from the era when Abraham Darby was developing his Coalbrookdale blast furnace.  In his ‘dream’, the Furnaceman relives the great storm of 1801, while his fantasy sees the interference of the supernatural - Puck, Ariel, Titania, Oberon & Co - in the lives and loves of ordinary working men.

The action will be reflected and enhanced with songs from London West End productions such as Wicked and The Lord of the Rings the Musical performed by a classical Greek chorus style company, plus multi-media projection material to interpret the local industrial heritage. Three of the Tadlop actors recently visited the working iron foundry at Blists Hill Victorian Town to gain first hand experience of casting molten metal for their roles in the production.

The play is supported by the Royal Shakespeare Company through its 50th anniversary Open Stages project, which showcases amateur theatre groups putting on imaginative Shakespeare themed productions. A selection will perform at the RSC in Stratford-upon-Avon as part of the World Shakespeare Festival. 2011 also marks 40 years since Tadlop was formed and the 25th anniversary of the Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage Site.

The two hour long performance begins at 7.30pm with doors opening at 6.45pm; for tickets priced at £12 each call the box office on 01952 613 055 (there are no reserved seats). For further information visit www.tadlop.com or for details about Enginuity and the Ironbridge Gorge contact the Ironbridge Tourist Information Centre on Tel: 01952 433 424, www.ironbridge.org.uk.
Shrewsbury Jazz Network presents

Chris Gumbley Quintet play the music of Cannonball Adderley 

Saturday 12 November 2011 

The HIve, Belmont, Shrewsbury SY1 1TE 

Tickets £10/£8 members . Hive 01743 234970, Theatre Severn 01743 281281.   

website ; shrewsburyjazznetwork.co.uk
Crunch Festival 18th-20st November

Crunch is back, with the thought-provoking debate, infectiously danceable music and late-night parties that you’ve come to expect. But this year there’s a whole lot more. We’ve doubled in size. With three new venues, a new art pavilion to explore, multiple musical events and performances running simultaneously across the weekend, Crunch 2011 is an essential date to enliven the darkening days of mid-November.
Filmmaker Nicolas Roeg, artists Susan Hiller and Jake Chapman, novelist Mark Haddon, and Serpentine Director Hans Ulrich Obrist are just a few of the guests who’ll be answering the big questions behind this year’s theme, ‘Awake in the Universe’. We’ll be exploring the role played by art and creativity in making us alive. There'll also be music from the likes of stunning songstress Mara Carlyle, exhibitions from leading galleries and an array of comedy, cabaret and mayhem to ensure Crunch 2011 will be a weekend to overwhelm the senses. 
Tickets: Individual event tickets are available from £6, and full weekend tickets are available for both talks and debates and live music and performance sessions. Please see http://artfestivalathay.org/tickets for further details.

If you need any further information, please don't hesitate to get in touch on 02078373000.

Folk Down The Track

Hop on the train and travel down the track to hear excellent folk music at two fantastic venues in the Marches
The aim of Folk Down The Track is to have a good night out on the Heart of Wales or Marches railway lines using local community pubs and venues.  It is part of a wider slow travel movement that is spreading throughout Europe. There is no charge for the folk evening but we do ask that people make a donation so we can pay the bands!

Thursday 17th November

Loxley

Venue – Ludlow Brewing Company Doors open at 7pm Band at 8pm Loxley is a harmonic, contemporary and progressive folk trio who have a collection of songs and music that is beguiling, and intriguing. Influences range from contemporary folk, from the 16th to 21st century.
Thursday 15th December

Knucklas Castle Musicians

Venue – The Castle Inn at Knucklas.  Knucklas Castle Musicians hold folk sessions at the pub every third Thursday of the month at 7pm. Look out for the occasional guest appearance of borderland musicians! Bring instruments if you’d like to join in!

Thursday 19th January 2012

Sometime Wonder

Venue – Ludlow Brewing Company Doors open at 7pm Band at 8pm Sometime Wonder is a trio of multiinstrumentalists, formed with the intention of making vocal driven acoustic music with soul and passion.

Thursday 15th March 2012

Whalebone

Venue – Ludlow Brewing Company Doors open at 7pm Band at 8pm Whalebone’s distinctive sound merges Celtic music with bluesy riffs and traditional tunes to create a unique and joyful blend of music.

The Castle at Knucklas is three minutes walk from Knucklas Station on the Heart of Wales railway line and offers good home cooked food and a warm welcome. Ludlow Brewing Company Best bitter is also on sale!

Train travel for Knucklas events

Train departs Shrewsbury at 1805 and departs Knucklas just after 2100 arriving back in Shrewsbury at 2206. You can board the train at Church Stretton, Craven Arms, Broome, Hopton Heath and Bucknell stations. There are connections at Craven Arms with trains to and from Ludlow, Leominster and Hereford. 












.com
Ludlow Brewing Company T: 01584 873291 E: beer@theludlowbrewingcompany.co.uk
Xmas Craft Fayre
"12th November 2011, Pontesbury Public Hall, Shrewsbury, SY5 0QD. Xmas Craft Fayre. Featuring local Artists, including Jenni Stobbs (www.fridayschildclothing.co.uk  & and Jamila Walker (www.jamilawalker.webeden.co.uk ). 

& 

"Christmas Craft Workshop, 3rd December 2011, 10 -12pm, Hobbs Room, Shrewsbury Library, Shrewsbury, SY1 2AS, Booking is advisable. Featuring local Artists, including Jenni Stobbs (www.fridayschildclothing.co.uk ) & and Jamila Walker (www.jamilawalker.webeden.co.uk ). Tel 07974078919 or Email jamilawalker47@hotmail.com. £5 per person. Make Xmas wreaths, cards, fabric decorations and or wooden blocks."
November in Shropshire 

Publick Transport  - Very Hard Times

What happens when a hard-working, honest man can no longer afford to keep his wife in the style to which she has become accustomed and is forced to accept an offer from the landlord he cannot refuse? A reinterpretation of Dickens' classic so breathtakingly radical that it bears no resemblance to the original whatsoever. Tackling the thorny issue of economic hardship with the mangled secateurs of melodrama, it takes us on an emotionally exhausting journey featuring greed, lust and the odd song & dance number, through theatrical incompetence, petty squabbles and nervous breakdowns! Be horrified as the villain charges at the heroine! Be relieved as the hero charges at the villain! Be slightly confused as the heroine charges at the hero!

Thu 10 November 7.30pm The Talbot Theatre, Whitchurch SY13 2BY Tickets 01948 660660  £8/6/25

Fri 11 November 7.30pm Old Chapel Community Centre, Cross Houses SY5 6JH Tickets 01743 761795 £7.50/6.50  

Sat 12 November 7.30pm Diddlebury Village Hall SY7 9DH Tickets 01584 841296 £7/4/20

Oxford Theatre Company  - Jungle Book

Presenting the thrilling and heart-warming story of Mowgli, the boy brought up by wolves. Whilst hunted by the great tiger, Shere Khan, Mowgli must learn the laws of the jungle from his other jungle friends and become a young man with the confidence to walk alone. Inventively staged and performed through a dazzling blend of songs, puppetry and movement this is a special play for children and the young at heart alike.

Wed 16 November 4pm Wem Town Hall SY4 5DG Tickets 01939 238279 £7/5/23 Pre book for kids jungle picnic tea £3.75.  

Fri 18 November 6.30pm SpArC, Bishops Castle SY9 5AY Tickets 01588 630243 £8/5/26

A SpArClife promotion

Sunday Lunch with James Hickman & Dan Cassidy  

James Hickman and Dan Cassidy are a transatlantic folk and roots duo. Dan Cassidy (USA), an exciting and virtuosic fiddler, provides the tunes and harmony singing while James Nathan Hickman (UK), brings driving guitar playing and wonderfully unique vocals to their mixture of new and old folk music.

Sun 27 November 12pm Quatt Village Hall WV15 6QW Tickets 01746 781910/781038 £11 includes lunch!

Sakhioba Ensemble  

Out of great love for the folk and sacred music of Georgia, members of Georgia’s newest generation of musicians created the ensemble ‘Sakhioba’. The 12 members of Sakhioba have all studied Georgian sacred music from an early age, first at the Sioni Cathedral Parish School, progressing to church choirs as their skills developed. As Georgian folk singing shares close ties with sacred music, the ensemble has also dedicated itself to folklore studies, including the study of traditional folk dances and instrumental music.

Tue 22 November 7.30pm St Georges Church, Clun Tickets 01588 630678 £8        

Contact Theatre

Country Boy's Struggle

CountryBoy’s Struggle is a unique solo show, written and performed by Maxwell Golden. The show uses a hiphop aesthetic to tell a very honest story of one man’s search for a sense of belonging in a foreign environment. It is inspired by Maxwell’s own time spent growing up in a Cornish coastal community. 

Fri 25 November  7.30pm SpArC, Bishop’s Castle SY9 5AY Tickets  01588 630243  £8/5    

A SpArClife promotion

Ludlow Assembly Rooms live events listings

December 2011
Ludlow Lectures

Friday 2 December, 8pm

SLICK Lounge Christmas Party

A lovely tinselly party and a chance to showcase your talent - comedy, dance, music, art  anything you like (let us know at least 2 weeks in advance so we can arrange technical equipment).  Dress to impress – there’s a prize for the best dressed. LGBT SLICK Lounge will be open to midnight.  £8 /£7 includes free drink on arrival and light buffet.

Saturday 3 December, 8pm

Moore, Moss, Rutter

The winners of the 2011BBC2 Young Folk Award play mainly traditional English, contemporary and self-composed tunes, £10 /£9. www.myspace.com/mooremossrutter
Music and song arranging workshop available, contact Box Office for details.

Tuesdays, 3 – 4pm

Sing-along sessions

Friendly, informal sessions for all abilities singing old favourites, folk songs and songs from the shows.  Just turn up, or contact Mary on 01544 231732, £4.

Wednesday 7 December, 7.30

Poetry Café

First Wednesday of every month.  Bring your own or your favourite poems to read and discuss in convivial company.  December’s theme is Giving.  Gallery, free (donations to cover room hire accepted)
Friday 9 December, 7.30pm

London Mozart Players

The UK’s longest-established chamber orchestra, regarded as one of the best in the world, play Warlock’s Capriole Suite, Sibelius’ Romance in C, and Mozart’s Sinfonia Concertante in E flat for violin and viola   www.lmp.org    £18 / £17
Friday 9 December, 8pm

Virg Clenthills in Concert

 ‘I laughed till I cried. I love him.’ Ruby Turner (Jools Holland star)

Local author/ broadcaster Gareth Owen is proud to present the legendary country star in concert, backed by his excellent Bluegrass band.  £8
Saturday 10 December, 8pm

Keith James - The Great Canadian Songbook

An intimate solo concert, personal interpretations of songs by Joni Mitchell, Neil Young and Leonard Cohen, with a bio-documentary film on the life and music of Joni Mitchell. The concert also includes poetry by both Joni Mitchell and Leonard Cohen, set to music by Keith.  www.keith-james.com       

Wednesday 14 December, 7.30pm

Ludlow Civic Society 
Discussion forum and Christmas Party.  
Open to all: £2 members, £3 non-members. Annual subscription £13 (£24.50 joint)

Call Rebecca Buteux on 01584 872 295 for more information

Thurs 15 to Mon 19 December, 7pm  Matinees Sat 17 – Mon 19 Dec, 10.15am 

LightsDown Theatre Company presents

Cinderella the Panto

This magical fairytale is coming to Ludlow in a professional, live family production.  All the ingredients for a perfect panto – big song and dance numbers, romance, comedy, magical fairies, sweets and LOTS of audience participation. Don’t be a pumpkin – get your tickets for the ball.  £13 /£11     www.ludlowpanto.co.uk

Friday 16 December – Friday 30 December

Titanic Art exhibition

Your artistic response to the Titanic exhibition will be on display in the Café Gallery

Friday 16 December – Friday 30 December

London International Animation Festival

Founded in 2003, LIAF aims to prove that animation is not just cartoons for kids, by screening the broadest possible range of intelligent, entertaining and provocative current films on offer from all around the world.  We’re showing the best of the Festival’s creativity in the Gallery.  Find out more about LIAF at www.liaf.org.uk
Friday16, Saturday 17 & Friday 23 December

Christmas Party Nights

Our Christmas Party Nights are guaranteed to give everyone a great night out!  Eat as much as you like from 7.30 til 9.30pm, then dance the night away to our DJ until 1am for only £19.95 per person.  Individuals, couples and groups welcome, book in advance with Julie on 01584 874041.  See our website for the full buffet menu.

Tuesday 20 December, 2.30pm

Image Musical Theatre presents

Hansel and Gretel

Intereactive theatre suitable for age 4+ (some of the children in the audience will be invited to take part, and everyone will join in the choruses to the songs) based on one of the great European fairy tales.  £8 (a free adult ticket with every 8 tickets purchased)

www.imagemusicaltheatre.co.uk

Friday 23 December, 7.30pm

Christmas Cabaret – Two’s a Crowd

Classically trained Eleanor Meynell and Christopher Gould invite you to a nostalgic musical kaleidoscope of melodies from past eras of popular light entertainment, plus colourful flights of fancy and Christmassy curiosities to amuse. £12 /£10   www.twoisacrowd.com 
Thursday 29 & Friday 30 December, 7.30pm

Oddsocks presents

The Merry Wives of Windsor

Hold on to your 1950s style hats Oddsocks fans, as two merry wives give that ‘naughty knight’ Falstaff a shock he’ll never forget in return for his unwanted amorous attentions. Laughter, surprises and fun for all the family in the inimitable Oddsocks style.

Suitable for all ages from 7+.    £17 /16   www.oddsocks.co.uk 
Box Office 01584 878141

Book online www.ludlowassemblyrooms.co.uk
Ludlow Assembly Rooms • 1 Mill Street Ludlow • Shropshire • SY8 1AZ

Have your say for new Art Group
 A new Art Group is to start in November at Qube, Oswald Road, Oswestry and the opinions of local people are being sought as to what type of Art Group they would like to see started.  A grant from the Oswestry and District Arts Association will enable Qube to run a new Art Group, initially for a five week session and then leading on to a more permanent fixture. 
As a local charity serving the needs of the local people, it is important to Qube to meet the demands of local interest. The new Art Group is a great opportunity for people to come forward to say what type of Art sessions they would like to see taking place in Oswestry. 
 “We are looking forward to this new course starting at Qube to run alongside the workshops and courses already taking place here. We are urging local people to get in touch to let us know what they would like to see starting’ said Lindy Parkinson, Arts Co-ordinator at Qube. ‘We are keen to get the new Art Group started mid November so don’t hesitate with your ideas and suggestions, you can contact us at Qube either by email, phone or pop in to see us.” 
 The telephone number at Qube is 01691 656882 and email is info@qube-oca.org.uk. 














Enamelling Workshop 
with Jill Leventon 
Design and make your own personalised Christmas gifts (or create something for yourself).  Learn the basic techniques of cleaning copper,  sifting enamel onto copper and firing.  Experiment with stencils, sgraffito, decoration media, using rubber stamps or wires/cloisonné and wet laying. 
Wednesday 9 November 10.00am —4.00pm  Cost: £35 with an additional small charge for copper 

Sumptuous Silk Scarves 
with Linda Till 
Spend a whole day creating a scarf which will be a unique Christmas gift with a personal touch for a loved one. Decorate with buttons, beads, sequins and fabric crayons. 

Saturday 19 November 10.30am—3.00pm  Cost: £22.50 

Booking for courses 
All sessions have limited places so it is essential you book in advance.  Tel: 01588 676060 or E-mail: discovery.centre@shropshire.gov.uk.   

Course places must be paid for in full at time of booking.   
Join us at Qube for a Crafty Cuppa!

A new event at Qube, Oswald Road, Oswestry is underway offering people the chance to drop in for a ‘Crafty Cuppa’, where you can bring your own craft projects to work on with like-minded company, share ideas and enjoy a cup of tea. The event will run every Thursday between 12.30 and 4.30pm.

“This is a great opportunity for people to drop in with their crafts and projects, enjoy some company and a chat over a cup of tea and share their ideas” said Lisa Chan, Arts Volunteer at Qube.

Each session costs just £2 and includes tea or coffee and runs every Thursday in the Art room at Qube, accompanied children are welcome.








`






SONGS FOR YOU 
singing for health! 
for people with dementia and their carer

DATES:September 1st, 15th, and 29th, October 13th and 27th, November 10th and 24th, December 8th   
Time:3pm - 4pm 
Venue: The Trinity Centre, Meole Brace Church, Church Road, Shrewsbury SY3 9HF 
Tel: 01743 362 399
Bus: Meole Brace, No. 11 
Cost: £5 for two, for the 8 sessions -  £40. 

The sessions will be run by an experienced singer and arts for health practitioner with musicians to support. The sessions will often be themed for fun and there will be refreshments which have been kindly supported by Midcounties Co-op at Bicton Heath. 

‘ these singing sessions have been one of the best things my mum is able to do. Music appears to tap into a person where mere words cannot. It has been a joy to accompany mum and learn new songs for me too – the sessions are invaluable – not only for those with dementia but the carers too!’- Project Participant 


We really look forward to welcoming people to this second series of singing sessions.

If you are interested but would like more information or would like to talk to a person in a similar situation who has been to the sessions to find out what they think, by all means contact me,  Jessica Kent, Art for Health Co-ordinator on  07814 752783.
Blue Eyed Soul Dance Company is an innovator of inclusive dance with disabled and non-disabled artists of all ages. Based in Shrewsbury, the Company works locally, nationally and internationally and has built a positive reputation for its excellent performance, education and training work.  The Company aims to create a level playing field where people can step over their threshold of perceived possibility.  

LIKE Youth Dance is for disabled and non-disabled young people aged 5-18.  Bring along your friends and siblings!

The LIKE Youth Dance programme is funded by Shropshire Council and Telford and Wrekin Council Short Breaks for Disabled Children.  The events are therefore free for disabled children, but a fee is applicable for non-disabled children to attend. 

Please see website for further details

http://www.blueeyedsouldance.com/calendar-of-events/
Films and events at Festival Drayton Centre
‘Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy’ (15) The Film event of the year …. A Masterpiece. The new adaptation of John le Carré's novel is a brilliant study of the disenchantment, compromise and tension of the 1970s spy game.  Starring the crème de la crème of British acting talent.  Friday 11th Saturday 12th & Monday 14th November at 7.30pm 

Live Events at Festival Drayton Centre:

Tosca - Royal Opera House Thursday 10th November at 7.00pm (Pre-recorded screening)

An Evening with Jonathan Ansell – Friday 18th November at 7.30pm 

Alvin Stardust – ‘I love Rock ‘N’ Roll’ – Saturday 19th November at 7.30pm

Art Exhibition 

Alan Stone - 17th October -14th November 2011

‘I have progressed over the years from taking and developing my own prints to discovering digital photography about ten years ago.  This has opened up a whole new world of exciting photographic challenges which I hope you can see from the choices I have made’. 

Tickets are available through the Box Office on 01630 654444

For further information visit our website www.festivaldraytoncentre.com  
The Arts Alive listings for Shropshire  
Mark Watson  Request Stops Tour

Last year, via his daily blog Mark Watson invited fans to suggest destinations for his 2011 shows. Over the past few months he's been sifting these suggestions, weeding out ones like Gaza posted by people seeking totrap and kill him, and calculating the most popular choices from what remained. For the next few months he will traverse the country to perform at over 50 specially requested towns. He'll dole out a mixture of old favourites and new material, experimental stuff and greatest hits to those who have previously been deprived of his trademark frantic wit, rambling, emotional neediness etc. get your tickets for this democratic tour as one of the UK's most eager-to-be-liked comics trundles obligingly around the nation like some sort of remote-controlled car being driven by a lunatic. Very few tickets left!!

Sat 3 December 8pm Wem Town Hall SY4 5DG Tickets 01939 238279 £15        

Orichalcum Brassy Christmas

A fabulous programme of seasonal brass music from well known classics to obscure gems, performed with imagination and flair by James Stretton on a dazzling array of brass instruments ably assisted by Iain Jackson on piano. Expect the unexpected in an evening of musical mirth & merriment.

Fri 2 December 7.30pm Kinnerley Parish Hall SY10 8DB Tickets 01691 682873 £7/4    

Sat 3 December 7.30pm Chelmarsh Parish Hall WV16 6BA Tickets 01746 862884 £8.50/5    

Fri 16 December 7.30pm Hanwood Village Hall SY5 8LY Tickets 01743 860793 £9/7/30

Fairgame Theatre  Arabian Nights

The scent of incense hangs in the air; Turkish delight tickles your taste buds and the jingle of bells around the ankles of our beautiful heroine, Schezerade, signals the beginning of a magical adventure. Telling a story every night to save herself from execution, Schezerade transports you to exotic lands full of genies, flying carpets, magic lamps and mystery. This beautiful show will conjure up for you the warmth and magic of ancient Arabia to banish the winter blues.

Fri 2 December 7pm the hub, Rhyn Park SY10 7BD Tickets 01691 776533 £7/£4  

Sun 4 December 3pm Priest Weston Village Hall SY15 6DE Tickets 01938 561425 £7/4    

Belshazzar's Feast  The Frost Bites

Belshazzar’s Feast start with traditional folk music, add a touch of classical and jazz, throw in a bit of pop and music hall, and top it off wry humour for a unique live experience with a seasonal flavour. "Their music is breathtaking and wickedly inventive and the between-tunes interchange as intelligent and hilarious as the music...they finish the set with a haunting piece of oboe and accordion magic which has the audience spellbound." BBC Radio 2

Fri 9 December 8pm Chetton Village Hall WV16 6UFTickets 01746 768822/01746 789257 £8/£5    

Scary Little Girls  The Mother Mae I Christmas Cabaret!

Mother Mae I! Cabaret Night – This Christmas, we invite audiences to stay up late for Santa, join in all our reindeer games and nestle under the mistletoe in the very bosom of the season – what better way to get into the festive mood?! We guarantee sketches, audience games, music and special guests – all hosted by Bunny Morethan, toast of the Circus Big Top at Glastonbury Festival, devotee of Mae West and firm believer that too much of a good thing can be wonderful!

Fri 9 December 7.30pm SpArC, Bishop’s Castle SY9 5AY Tickets 01588 630243 £8/5 












Shoppers in Oswestry soon to be treated to Christmas Craft Fair

Qube in Oswestry have, in association with Oswestry Town Council, organised a Christmas Craft Fair for this Friday 11 November to take place at Bailey Head in Oswestry from 9am to 3pm. 

This is the next event in a series of Craft Fairs which have proved to be very popular with stall holders and shoppers alike. 

Local artists and craft makers have snapped up places to take part in the fair and the range of goods on offer include paintings, homecrafts, knitted goods, candles, books, textiles, sewing kits and homemade cards. 

Useful Events Websites;

The new Discover Shropshire website has now been launched, www.discovershropshire.org.uk  The site is the essential guide to the county’s cultural, sporting and countryside activities; Leisure, Literature, Arts, History, Nature, Parks and Countryside. 

Whatever your scene is, find out how you can get active. 

To add an event to the What's On section, please email details to: arts.service@shropshire.gov.uk including the following information. 
- Event Name

- Date, including start and end

- Event details

- Venue, address (also include if in northern, central or southern area)

- Contact details 

- Ticket price if applicable

- Web address if available

Useful Events Websites

www.discovershropshire.org
www.theplacetelford.com 


Oakengates Theatre @ the place

www.telford.gov.uk/whatson


Telford Events

www.artsalive.co.uk 



Arts Alive 
www.hiveonline.org.uk
 

The Hive
www.theatresevern.co.uk 


Theatre Severn

www.edgeartscentre.co.uk 


Edge Arts Centre
www.shrewsburyjazznetwork.co.uk 
www.madeinshropshire.co.uk 

Made In Shropshire

www.jazzclub90.co.uk

Jazz events put on by Jazz Club 90 in 

Albrighton
Shropshire Visual Art Network Trust - a membership organisation for artists and makers and people who promote the visual arts in and around Shropshire and Telford and Wrekin: www.vanetwork.co.uk   admin@vanetwork.co.uk
Enyan
Visit www.enyan.co.uk for important news items, professional development opportunities, employment opportunities, events and funding - all relevant to those working in the youth arts sector.
Events @ Ludlow Assembly Rooms

Please visit www.ludlowassemblyrooms.co.uk for a list of all forthcoming events at the Ass www.besdance.com/calendar-of-events/ embly Rooms.

Events @ Wem Town Hall

Please visit www.wemtownhall.co.uk for a list of all forthcoming events at Wem Town Hall.

Events @ Festival Drayton Centre

Please visit www.festivaldraytoncentre.com  for a list of all forthcoming events at the Festival Drayton Centre.
Events @ The Talbot Theatre, Whitchurch Leisure Centre. Please visit www.whitchurchleisurecentre.co.uk for a list of all forthcoming events at The Talbot Theatre, Whitchurch Leisure Centre.
Please email us at arts.service@shropshire.gov.uk if you would like us to promote an event in the next copy of e-news

The Council receives most of its listings information from other sources, usually the organisers of the events. Therefore it cannot accept responsibility for any changes to times and venues or for any inaccurate information provided by the organisers. Where possible, the Council provides contact details of organisers. If you wish to attend an event, please check beforehand that the information provided is still correct
Your Feedback

The Arts and Festivals Team welcome your feedback on all aspects of the work they do across the county.  To let us know what you think of the service provided, how you would like to see it developed, or to provide us with any other comments or ideas, you can access, fill out and submit on-line any of the following three e-forms from the Shropshire Council arts pages:

- Customer Satisfaction Survey STAP e-newsletter

- Arts and Festivals Customer Satisfaction Survey

- Event Feedback Arts Service

The forms can be found at: http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/arts.nsf/open/4A4DC27CB48FD0058025771C0047CC4F 
Responses are collated and sent automatically to an excel spreadsheet, which the team can then view. 

Thank you.
Please forward this e-newsletter to interested parties. Apologies for any cross posting. 
Please note: this information has been forwarded to you because we think it may be of interest. Shropshire & Telford Arts Partnership (STAP) can accept no liability for any inaccuracies or omissions contained in this email. Forwarding the following creative sector opportunities and events does not represent any endorsement of projects or initiatives by STAP and readers should take their own steps where necessary to check the reliability of any organisations or projects featured. 
If you are interested in any of the opportunities or events we ask that you get in touch with the relevant named persons, using the contact details within the text. 
We make efforts to ensure that any information that is forwarded is appropriate, but cannot do selective mailings on different subjects or areas. 
If you have any information that you would like to be included in an art e-news please send it to email: stapmailinglist@googlemail.com 
If you no longer wish to receive emails of this nature please reply to this email with a request to un-subscribe from the mailing list.
 

If you have been sent this email as a forward from a colleague and would like to sign up to the STAP mailing list please go to www.shropshireandtelfordartspartnership.co.uk to download a registration form and send this to arts.service@shropshire.gov.uk
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